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became beautifully balmy, and the rest of our passage was ex-
cellent. When we again came in sight of land it was in strong
contrast to that which we had left, being brown, dried up, and
somewhat low: all visions of snow-clad Andes had disappeared;
neither here nor at Talcahuano was anything to be seen that
could justify the name of a coast range. Talcahuano, the Chilean
naval port, stands on a magnificently sheltered bay and was
an ideal spot for our purpose of refitting. It is much to
be preferred, from the shipping point of view, to the bay
of Valparaiso, some 260 miles further up the coast, which lies
exposed to the northerly winds and is crowded with shipping,
Through the kindness of Mr, Edwards, the Chilean minister in
London, a naval order had been promulgated some time before
our arrival giving instructions that the Expedition was to be
afforded all facilities. We accordingly met with every courtesy,
and the yacht was almost at once placed in the floating dock to
allow of the examination of her bottom, an essential proceeding,
as it had not been overlooked, except by a diver at Punta Arenas,
since we left England, now nearly twelve months ago. A floating
-dock consists of a huge tray, with an enormous tank on either
-side; when these tanks are filled with water the dock sinks,
and the vessel floats on to the tray, Deing supported against its
sides, the tanks are then emptied, and the tray rises, bearing the
vessel clear out of the water ; when the work is completed the
process is reversed and the ship floats out once more.
After this overhauling, which took four days, came the work
of examining and restowing the hold;, this was expedited by
all the contents being taken out and placed in a lighter along-
side. It was the work of the Stewardess to check the stores in
hand, and also those contained in ninety-five new packages from
England which we found awaiting our arrival. On the repre-
sentation of our Legation at Santiago, the Government had done
us the favour to remit all duties on them except 5 per cent,,
which it would have required a special Act of Parliament to
repeal. As some goods pay as much as 55 per cent, in customs we
were greatly the gainers, in spite of the fact that an illicit levy
iad been taken of our butter and jam, which are anjong the
most heavily taxed articles, to an amount equivalent to a supply
of some weeks for the saloon party. We were happily able to
good tlie deficiency, which would otherwise have been

